A complication of coronary angiography: fractured and retained intraaortic catheter.
The complications linked directly to coronary artery catheter itself are very rare. We presented a case in which the broken right coronary artery catheter was successfully removed from the ascending aorta. The removal of catheter was accomplished via an aortic incision, which was created for saphenous vein graft in the site of anastomosis during an emergency coronary artery bypass graft surgery. We believe that a broken catheter in the aorta is a catastrophic event, which could be removed safely in the operating room even with concomitant bypass surgery.